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and I can see that my help is of some use. The sale of my
books has hitherto been so discouraging—the French poets
have not reached three hundred yet, I think—that it isn't
easy to gather courage for writing anything big, though
the willingness of the Clarendon Press to take these essays
has encouraged me a good deal. And when I read them
over I do feel that slight as they are they are an expression
of the best that is in me—more than I can put into any
form of business or external work. And I do get such
encouraging letters from people who read my things—
often people who don't the least know who they are
writing to but write " c/o Editor of Times "—that one
feels one is helping some people to enjoy and use that
from which one has oneself got one's best use and enjoy-
ment. So I shall try to write when I get settled back to
London. Here I have written nothing but a few more
verse translations of Carducci. Courtney is going to
publish three in the Fortnightly, and I may ask the
Clarendon Press to print a volume of them. I should like
to make Carducci better known—that would take a lot of
work. If not that, I shall probably try some such book as
I talked over with you, or a short history of English poetry
which would aim at being as like Mackail's Latin Litera-
ture as possible. What do you think ?
But here is too much about myself* At least I don't
know. Your sympathy and interest and stimulus have
never failed me and I think such friends as you and I
cannot pour themselves out too freshly to each other. . ..
Meanwhile I must leave public affairs for another letter.
I was finishing the Excursion yesterday, and it was curious
to see in the last book how the wise old man (though he
wasn't old in years then) felt a hundred years ago what
troubles must arise from the " injustice that hath made so
wide a difference between man and man ". And that is
true* And we have got to mend it. But I am sure it can
only be mended slowly, and will not be mended by
teaching people to expect advantages from breaking their
contracts without notice, and using tyranny and violence

